
Cairo University 

Faculty of Archeology 

Department of Egyptology 

  
 

 

 

 

A Paleographical study of the Hieratic signs in 
the Roman period applied on a collection of 

Papyri kept in the Cairo Museum 
 

 

A thesis presented to complete the requirements to obtain a master 
degree in Egyptology; according to the credit hours system at the 

Department of Egyptology - Faculty of Archeology Cairo University 
 
 
 

Under the supervision of 
 

Prof. Dr. Ola El-Aguizy 
 

Professor of Ancient Egyptian Language  
Former Dean of the Faculty of Egyptology 

Cairo University 
 
 

Presented by 

Wael Mohamed Mahmoud El-Assaly 
 
 
 
 
 

Cairo 
2024 / 1445  



-i- 

Summary 

The research includes Paleographical study of twenty hieratic papyri from 

the Roman era and preserved in the Egyptian Museum and the Grand Egyptian 

Museum (GEM). The study is divided into four parts, as follows: 

Part One: Papyrus Description: 

This Part includes the description and transcription of the twenty hieratic papyri 

from the Roman era included in this study. 

Part Two: the development of the hieratic signs: 

This Part includes the development of the hieratic signs that appeared in a group 

of papyri written in hieratic script from the Roman era and preserved in the 

Egyptian Museum and some of them were transferred to the Grand Egyptian 

Museum (GEM). This study of signs is arranged according to the order of signs in 

the list of signs contained at the end of A. Gardiner, “Egyptian Grammar”. 

Part three: Tables: 

This Part includes tables for the set of signs whose development was dealt 

with in the second part of this study, and a compilation of their various forms. 

Part Four: Facsimile and Plates: 

This Part includes facsimile and plates of the twenty papyri included in this 

study.  



-IV- 

Contents 

Summary…………………………………………………………………………………….. i 
Key words…………………………………………………………………………………… ii 
Acknowledgment………………………………………………………………………….… iii 
Contents……………………………………………………………………………………... iv 
Abbreviations………………………………………………………………………………... vi 
Introduction………………………………………………………………………………...... 1 
Preface ………………………………………………………………………………………. 11 
  
Part I: Papyrus Description and transcription …………………………………………... 16 

  
Part II: The Development of Hieratic signs….……………………………………………  

A. Alphabet……………………………………………………………………………… 97 
B. Man and his occupations…………………………………………………………….. 125 
C. Woman and her occupations……………………………………………………......... 137 
D. Parts of human body…………………………………………………………………. 143 
E. Mammals…………………………………………………………………………….. 156 
F. Parts of Mammals……………………………………………………………………. 162 
G. Birds……………………………………………………………….…………………. 174 
H. Parts of birds…………………………………………………………………………. 188 
I. Amphibious animals, Reptiles, etc…………………………………………………... 193 
J. Unclassified…………………………..…………………..………………………….. 197 
K. Fishes and parts of Fishes………….………………………………………………… 200 
L. Invertebrate and Lesser Animals.……………………………………………………. 203 
M. Trees and plants………….………………………………………………………....... 206 
N. Sky, Earth and Water………….…………………………………………………....... 213 
O. Buildings, Parts of Buildings………….…………………………………………….. 223 
P. Ships and Part of Ships………….………………………………………………........ 232 
Q. Domestic and Funerary Furniture………….………………………………………… 237 
R. Temple Furniture and Sacred Emblems………….…………………………….......... 240 
S. Crowns, Dress, Staves………….……………………………………………………. 245 
T. Warfare, Hunting, Butchery………….……………………………………………… 247 
U. Agriculture, Crafts and Professions………….…………………………………......... 250 
V. Rope, Fiber, Baskets, Bags, etc………….…………………………………………... 253 
W. Vessels of stone and Earthenware………….………………………………………... 256 
X. Loaves and Cakes………….………………………………………………………… 259 
Y. Writings, Games and Music………….……………………………………………… 261 
Z. Strokes, signs derived from Hieratic, Geometrical Figures………………………….. 266 
i. Definite articles ………………………………………………………………….. 271 
ii. ligature………….………………………………………………………………... 275 
iii. Deities …..……….……………………………………………………………..... 278 
iv. Cities ….………….…………………………………………………………….... 288 
v. Group writing………….……………………………………………………….... 297 
vi. Signs with Varied forms ….…..…….…………………………………………… 302 

Conclusion……………………….……………………………………………….…………. 314 
  
  



-V- 

Part III: Tables  
A. Alphabet……………………………………………………………………………… 321 
B. Man and his occupations…………………………………………………………….. 370 
C. Woman and her occupations……………………………………………………......... 381 
D. Parts of human body…………………………………………………………………. 386 
E. Mammals…………………………………………………………………………….. 400 
F. Parts of Mammals……………………………………………………………………. 404 
G. Birds……………………………………………………………….………………… 416 
H. Parts of birds…………………………………………………………………………. 431 
I. Amphibious animals, Reptiles, etc………………………………………………….. 436 
J. Unclassified…………………………..…………………..………………………….. 439 
K. Fishes and parts of Fishes………….………………………………………………… 442 
L. Invertebrata and Lesser Animals ……………………………………………………. 444 
M. Trees and plants………….………………………………………………………...... 447 
N. Sky, Earth and Water………….…………………………………………………...... 454 
O. Buildings, Parts of Buildings………….……………………………………………... 464 
P. Ships and Part of Ships………….………………………………………………....... 473 
Q. Domestic and Funerary Furniture………….………………………………………… 478 
R. Temple Furniture and Sacred Emblems………….…………………………….......... 482 
S. Crowns, Dress, Staves………….……………………………………………………. 489 
T. Warfare, Hunting, Butchery………….……………………………………………… 492 
U. Agriculture, Crafts and Professions………….…………………………………........ 496 
V. Rope, Fiber, Baskets, Bags, etc………….…………………………………………... 499 
W. Vessels of stone and Earthenware………….……………………………………….. 503 
X. Loaves and Cakes………….………………………………………………………… 508 
Y. Writings, Games and Music………….……………………………………………… 510 
Z. Strokes, signs derived from Hieratic, Geometrical Figures………………………….. 515 
i. Definite articles ……………………………………………………………………… 520 

ii. Ligature……….…………………………………………………………...……….. 524 
iii. Deities …….………….………………………………………………………........... 528 
iv. Cities ………………….……………………………………………………..………. 534 
v. Group writing………….…………………………………………………….………. 541 

vi. Signs with Varied forms ...…….…………………………………………….............. 546 
  
Part IV: Facsimile and Plates   
        Facsimile ……………………………………………………………………………..… 556 
        Plates…….…………………………………………………………………………....… 606 
  
Indexes  
    From New Kingdom to Roman era: process of development.……………...…………….. 653 
    Signs in commentary and plates..…………………………………………………..……... 662 
    Index of scribal errors..…………………………………………………..………………... 665 

    Correction Index.…………………………………………………..…………………….... 666 
  
References …………………………………………………………….……………….......... 667 

 



 
            

             

 

   الرسالةلخصم
 

يتضمن البحث دراسة خطية لعشرين بردية مكتوبة بالخط الهيراطيقي من العصر          
لى إ، وتنقسم الدراسة الكبيرالروماني والمحفوظة بالمتحف المصرى والمتحف المصري 

:- جزاء عمى النحو التالي أربعة أ
: وصف البرديات : الجزء الاول

 يشمل هذا الجزء عمى وصف لمبرديات محل الدراسة وعددهم عشرين بردية وجميعهم 
 العصر الروماني كما يتضمن هذا ىلإمكتوبين بالخط الهيراطيقي وترجع جميع البرديات 

. لى علامات هيروغميفية إالجزءء ايضاً تحويل لمعلامات الهيراطيقية 
: تطور العلامات الهيراطيقية : الجزء الثاني 

يتضمن هذا الجزء تطور العلامات الهيراطيقية التى ظهرت فى مجموعة من البرديات        
المكتوبة بالخط الهيراطيقي من العصر الروماني والمحفوظة بالمتحف المصرى وتم نقل 

لى المتحف المصرى الكبير وهذه الدراسة لمعلامات مرتبة حسب ترتيب العلامات فى إبعضها 
" . قواعد المغة المصرية القديمة " قائمة العلامات الواردة فى نهاية كتاب جاردينر 

 : الجداول: الجزء الثالث 
يتضمن هذا الجزء جداول لمجموعة العلامات التى تم تناول تطورها فى الجزء الثاني       

. من هذه الدراسة ومجموعة من اشكالها المختمفة 
: اللوحات : الجزء الرابع 

يشمل هذا الجزء عمى نسخة طبق الأصل لوحات من البرديات العشرين التى        
. تتضمنها هذه الدراسة، كما تتضمن صور لهذه البرديات مرفقة بمقاييس الرسم 
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