Cairo University
Faculty of Archaeology

Department of Egyptology

Women's Fashion in Daily Life and Funeral Rituals during the New Kingdom

M.A thesis Submitted for obtaining the master's degree from the Department of
Egyptology

Prepared by

Nourhan Mohammed Hagan

Under The Supervision of
Prof. Dr. Nasser Mekawi
Professor of Egyptology
Faculty of Archaeology

Cairo University

2022



Abstract

This thesis is an accurate archaeological study specializing in fashion. It deals
with all elements of fashion and connects them to get precise results about fashion
in Ancient Egypt and its development through eras. The study is structured into the
following chapters:

Introduction

The introduction includes the definition of fashion and its components. It also
contains the previous studies, objectives of the study, the difficulties that faced the
researcher, the methodology and the chapter synopses.

Chapter one: Clothing

This chapter will discuss the overall ideology, development, and design of Ancient
Egyptian clothing in relation to the role of elite women in Ancient Egyptian
society. This chapter will provide examples with the scenes for the different types
of clothing commonly worn by women.

Chapter two: Headgear

This chapter aims to investigate the development of the form of headdress and
wigs. It will deal with all the hair procedures from washing hair to dye and
coloring. It will be examined and discussed separately according to three criteria:
construction, symbolism, and interpretation. This chapter will provide a catalogue
with the scenes for the different types of headgear commonly worn by women.

Chapter three: Accessories

This chapter provides a background of different types of jewelry. This chapter will
discuss the precious metals and semi-precious and imitation material favored by
Ancient Egyptian jewelers as necessary background to the investigation of
examples. The mythological and magical beliefs surrounding the material and
color connotations will also be included as these plays an important role in their
incorporation into personal adornment.

Chapter four: Beauty & Cosmetics

This chapter illustrates the practices of body adornment such as cosmetics,
washing, anointing, scenting even tattoo. It also will deal with the scenes of body
adornment through the illustrations of the tombs.
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