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Summary\

The research includes the following five chapters: Chapter I: includes a
background on the technical description of Gypsum Masks and the history of these
masks in the Greek Roman Age. This particular time period was selected since the
masks in question date back to that period. Four masks held by the Egyptian
Museum at the Faculty of Archaeology - Cairo University under the following
numbers (793 -790-812-358). Furthermore, this chapter includes the dating of
Gypsum Masks through studying the excavation area, the various hairstyles, and
face features, particularly the eyes. Chapter II: includes the forms and factors
threatening the permanence of Gypsum Masks in display. The resultant damage is
mostly due to the effect of different deterioration factors working together. The
damage found on Gypsum Masks is usually in the form of stains, dirt from the
burial environment. Improper display conditions cause severe damage to Gypsum
Masks which is the case in the masks under study. Chapter III: includes the
assessment of the condition of the four Gypsum masks through the application of
examination and analysis techniques. Fungal tests were carried out to identify the
fungal found on each mask. The study also involved identifying the soil remains
from the burial environment found inside the masks. The binder used was
identified as animal glue. Chapter IV: includes testing and evaluating five selected
consolidants (Klucel G, Paraloid B72, Paraloid B67, Wacker OH, and Primal).
Test samples simulating the structure and condition of each mask were prepared
and subjected to artificial aging. Various materials used to manufacture display
stands (i.e., wood and metal) were studied to select a material with proper
characteristics which allow it to be used with the design of the masks. Chapter V:
deals with the conservation and display of the four selected plaster masks. At the
end of the study, a conservation and preservation proposal for Gypsum Masks and
museum artifacts was made. Generally speaking, proper conservation and
treatment of Gypsum Masks followed by proper display reduce the act of
deterioration factors and extends their lifespan.



