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Summary: Fish, as an artistic topic, has a great importance since
prehistoric ages until Islamic age .Fish appears in many figures of fishing
showing the processes of gutting and drying the caught fish. Fish also
appears in the figures of markets and offering tables as fish always
represents life, resurrection, and rebirth. The Coptic age contradicts the
ancient Egyptian ages where fish was sometimes respected and others
hated, but during the Coptic age fish was highly sacred and respected for
being a symbol of resurrection and rejuvenation. Fish was considered a
core of Christianity at that time as it represents Jesus during the era of
persecution; fish represents the initials of " Jesus , the Messiah, the son
.of God, the savior " in Coptic language
Jesus was allegorized by fish as Jesus is the fish that enters the net
among other fish ; also fish was considered a sacred food as well as
bread and wine. Most probably fish was seen as sacred due to the
.sanctity of aquatic races in different religions
Fish figures were widely carved on pottery works of Fatimid age and
metal works of Mamluk age where fish carvings were used for the
internal decoration of these metal works, potteries, and washtubs. Fish
in the Islamic age represents fertility as being a symbol of the
productivity of offspring , and because it enhances the sexual fertility for
.those who eat fish beside being a symbol of the water and the sea



