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Abstract :

Gesture (use of finger, hand, arm), and body movement (where more than one
organ of the human body are used) had great importance in the cultures of the ancient
world, and particularly the culture of ancient Egyptian. Ancient Egyptians used
gesture and body movement to express meanings. Sometimes they were used to
emphasise oral/verbal communication and sometimes they even replaced it.

In ancient Egypt, gesture and body movement were portrayed/represented in
inscriptions and paintings. This is a clear indication that gesture and body movement
may have presented to the ancient Egyptian a helping means to communicate
properly. This, furthermore, shows us an important aspect of the cultural life in
ancient Egypt.

In religious and non-religious writings, we find many sentences referring, in
one way or another, to gesture and body movement. These writings describe these
gestures and body movements, and explain in what context they are used.
Hieroglyphics gives greater importance to gesture and body movements which relate
to different human activities. The widespread use of gesture and body movements in
art and writing has kept the shape and function of many gestures and body movements
in ancient Egyptian life which we still use as an aspect of our cultural inheritance of
ancient Egypt.



