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.’ Abstract

Bat was an early cow or buffalo goddess, who appears to have been an important deity
in the pre-dynastic and early historical times. This seems to have an important and
powerful role in these times. Her name is apparently a feminine form of word ‘BA’
‘soul’, and its means ‘ female spirit’ or female power’.

Iconography: The goddess Bat is depicted in the shape of ‘Head, with a human female

face, and bovine ears of a cow or buffalo, and horns curved inwards, in frontal view and

double faces . Sometimes she appears with a full bovine head and face, (Gerza palette).

This iconography of Bat aroused an important problem; concerning the original animal
from which Bat took her horns and ears shape. As it's not in the shape of the cow which is
depicted with horns turned outside as appears in the Hathor horns, and also these horns
doesn't look like the horns of the Asian cows, as Fischer had suggested.

But it supposed that this depiction is like an African buffalo, which is known as “Bos
Primignenius Opisthonmmus”, which may be influenced by Western desert inhabitants
who were shepherds.

Concerning the absence of her depiction in the full human shape or form, the scholar
~ trey to explain it through connecting the goddess with the conflict between Horus and
Seth. The text refers in a battle to cutting of Isis’s head, and replacing her head with a
head of a cow or buffalo.

Indeed, there is a strong relation between Bat and Hathor, even though they probably
had separate origins. Both goddesses had protective functions and they share very similar
iconography. These similarities have led to some confusion in the minds of modem
scholars. Thus, the Bat-fetish, although sometimes accompanied, and hence identified, by
its phonetic complement, is often referred to as “ Hathor emblem”, on the basis of the
later and abundant evidence for its identification with that goddess.

Through the Middle Kingdom, the iconography of Bat was almost completely absorbed
into that of Hathor, yet her particular image survives on many symbols of Hathor, such as
Sistrum, hathoric columns, mirror, and hathoric capital, which had been token the shape
of Bat with her two faces.

Her cult centre was in the 7th U.E. Nome, near the town of Hu. Bat was the main deity
of the Nome, since prehistory until the beginning of the N.K., and her emblem served as
the Nome emblem from the predynastic to the end of the New Kingdom at least.
However during the M.K., Hathor, the greater goddess of nearest 6th Nome, who took on
her identity and attributes as an aspect of herself, subsumed her.

Her priests: there is no direct referred to the priests of goddess Bat, except in the title

‘Nfr-B3t’, from the end of 6th dyn.

Bat was mentioned in so rarer occurs in the texts; as she was mentioned in one utterance
only in P7 (Utt. 506) of the king Merenre. This referred to her role in saving and helping
through her two faces. And her name appears in three different spells in C7, related
goddess to the dead. It suggestion a relation between the head’s cutting of gods,
ing the sun disk and the face of B3t.

Its relation with others gods and goddesses: Bat is connected with various deities, such
Hathor, Isis, Repyt, Shentayt, Maat, the sky goddess, and Min. She was worshiped as
great goddess of heaven, and the celestial cow. She is supposed to be 1st goddess of




