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Summary

The thesis starts with an introduction analyzing the meaning of cryptography and
providing literature review on cryptography and previous studies of this topic.
The 1% part included three chapters. The first chapter examines cryptography and the
Arabic writing. It points out how cryptography was created and frequently used by Arabs,
in particular scientists and writers of literary texts. Also this section examines the
relationship between Arabic cryptography and ancient Egyptian cryptic script. Chapter
Two investigates why this script was used and analyzes its ornamental, religious, political
and magical implication. Also in this chapter, an attempt is made to explain why such
mysterious writing was used. Chapter three examines the principles and rules of this script
and how this form of writing flourished in the later part of Egyptian history, particularly in
the Ptolemaic Period.
The 2™ part is entitled ‘The Beginning and Development of Cryptography in Ancient
Egypt’, it has four chapters. Each one provides examples of this script, set in chronological
order: chapter one has Old Kingdom examples; Chapter Two has several examples from
the Middle Kingdom; Chapter Three has examples from the New Kingdom. Then the last
chapter gives examples from the Late Period. To be noted is the increased use of this form
of writing during the Greco-Roman Period.
The 3" part investigates the cryptic inscriptions on the back of amuletic scarabs. Four
categories of cryptic inscriptions are identified, the first displays the name of the god
Amun, the second concerns the royal names, the third category exhibits the well known
phrase 'NN my lord', and the fourth category displays the formula of general wishes. In this
part also a section is dedicated to analyze and decipher some cryptic inscribed scarabs
found outside Egypt.

The thesis ends with a general conclusion bringing together the results reached above
and showing how this form of writing developed during the pharaonic period and how it
reached its peak during the Ptolemaic period. The dissertation ends with useful appendices

of plates giving the words and signs used in cryptic writing.



