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Summary of the thesis :

This thesis i§ divided into an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. The text is
accompanied by 175 illustrations, plans and photographs.

The first chapter deals with Memphis and its necropolis in the New Kingdom. It
discusses the role which Memphis played in the New Kingdom in an attempt to explain
the occurrence of tombs of nobles of that period in the Sagqara cemetery. First the
different names of Memphis in the New Kingdom are listed , then the main deities who
were worshipped in Memphis and its necropolis in that period are introduced. After that a
short account of the remaining New Kingdom monuments in Memphis is given. A
discussion about the different opinions on the status of Memphis in the New Kingdom
showed that most of the recent studies tend towards the opinion that the political capital
of Egypt was transferred to Memphis after the Amama interlude. Then, in short, the
development of the tombs of the nobles in the New Kingdom in general is presented, to
show how much the tombs of the nobles at Saqqara were in accordance with this
development. This is followed by a typology of the tombs of the New Kingdom at
Saqqara. Eleven types of tombs are proposed, five occurring in the Eighteenth Dynasty
and six in the Nineteenth Dynasty. The types of each Dynasty include one type that
represents the rock-cut tombs in general, because their state of preservation makes it
difficult to divide them into separate types. Several types of the free-standing tombs
resemble in their plan small temples, and twelve points are presented which suggest that
they may actually have functioned as miniature mortuary temples of their owners.

The second chapter gives a detailed study about each of the architectural elements of
the tombs of the nobles of the New Kingdom at Saggara. The chapter starts with a
discussion about the reasons why the ancient Egyptian architects in the New Kingdom
chose specific locations for the tombs in the Saqqara Necropolis rather than others. This
is followed by a presentation of the different building methods that were applied and the
construction materials that were used. Then in detail the following architectural elements
were studied : the courtyards, the pylons and entrances, the statue room, columns, pillars,
the cult chapel and the small pyramid.

The third chapter deals with the wall-decoration of the tombs of the nobles of the New
Kingdom and its development from the Eighteenth Dynasty to the Nineteenth Dynasty.
The chapter begins by showing the different means by which the decorations were
executed ( differenmt kinds of relief and painting ). This is followed by a presentation of
the distribution of scenes in the different architectural elements of the tombs including all
scenes that have been published until the submission of this thesis. Then the decoration in
the rock-cut tombs is presented. The chapter ends with some concluding remarks on the
decoration of the tombs.



